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in his own hands. Such a numerous attendance guarded him every
day when he went abroad, that the greatest part of the market-
place was filled with his train when he entered It. Catiline, im-
patient of further delay, resolved himself to break forth and go to
Manlius, but he commanded Marcius and Cethegus to take their
swords, and go early in the morning to Cicero's gates, as If only In-
tending to salute him, and' then to fall upon him and slay him. This
a noble lady, Fulvla, coming by night, discovered to Cicero, bidding
him beware of Cethegus and Marcius. They came by break of day,
and being denied entrance, made an outcry and disturbance at the
gates, which excited all the more suspicion. But Cicero, going forth,
summoned the senate Into the temple of Jupiter Stator, which stands
at the end of the Sacred Street, going up to the Palatine. And when
Catiline with others of his party also came, as Intending to make his
defense, none of the senators would sit by him, but all of them left
the bench where he had placed himself. And when he began to speak,
they Interrupted him with outcries. At length Cicero, standing up,
commanded him to leave the city, for since one governed the com-
monwealth with words, the other with arms, it was necessary there
should be a wall betwixt them. Catiline, therefore, Immediately left
the town, with three hundred armed men; and assuming, as If he had
been a magistrate, the rods, axes, and military ensigns, he went to
Manlius, and having got together a body of near twenty thousand
men, with these he marched to the several cities, endeavoring to per-
suade or force them to revolt. So It being now come to open war,
Antonlus was sent forth to fight him.
The remainder of those In the city whom he had corrupted,
Cornelius Lentulus kept together and encouraged. He had the sur-
name Sura, and was a man of a noble family, but a dissolute liver,
who for his debauchery was formerly turned out of the senate, and
was now holding the office of praetor for the second time, as the cus-
tom Is with those who desire to regain the dignity of senator. It is
said that he got the surname Sura upon this occasion; being quaestor
In the time of Sylla, he had lavished away and consumed a great
quantity of the public moneys, at which Sylla being provoked, called
him to give an account in the senate; he appeared with great cool-
ness and contempt, and said he had no account to give, but they
might take this, holding up the calf of his leg, as boys do at ball,
when they have missed. Upon which he was sumamed Sura, sura be-
ing the Roman word for the calf of the leg. Being at another time
prosecuted at law, and having bribed some of the judges, he escaped
only by two votes, and complained of the needless expense he had
gone to in paying for a second, as one would have sufficed to acquit
him. This man, such in his own nature, and now inflamed by Catiline,
false prophets and fortune-tellers had also corrupted with vain hopes,